
WEDMORE PARISH COUNCIL 

Chairmans Report   2015-2016 

Wedmore Parish Council is made up of 16 councillors representing the wards of Blackford Theale 

and Wedmore. 

Back in May 2015 the village witnessed possibly its most interesting election when 22 candidates 

stood for 16 places on the council. This unheard of village event certainly made the newspapers as 

many of you may well remember. 

Reading my last Chairman’s report I commented then as to whether the entire council would be 

destined to the history books. However this was not to be the case as you the electorate selected a 

balance of both experienced and new councillors. At the May meeting it was therefore my pleasure  

to welcome 9 new councillors to join 7 more experienced members to Wedmore Parish Council and 

of course for me  to once again be invited to be Chair. 

 I believe that over the year we have worked well together with new Councillors bringing ideas and 

fresh enthusiasm whilst benefiting from the wealth of knowledge and experience from those who 

had been in post for many years. 

One of the new ideas is to create a Neighbourhood Plan. This is just about to begin and later this 

evening we will hear more on how we go about it. 

Before then I need to give you a brief report on the work of the Parish Council over the last 12 

months. 

The 16 councillors meet each month and in addition to the 12 full council meetings there are 6 

committees,  most having regular meetings. This report is an insight of our work using the 

committees as a base. 

 

 

Finance and General Purposes.  Chair Glenys Cousins. 

 

Against an annual precept of £62k plus a local authority grant of £2,640 (which is being phased out 

over the next four years) estimated expenditure for the year ending March 2016 will be £78k.                        

The £14k agreed overspend being taken as planned from reserves. 

Each month accounts are audited and approved by 2 councillors and payment of cheques are 

approved by the full council. 

The precept for the next financial year remains the same however there is to be a 4.99% rise in 

Council Tax in Sedgemoor, as I’m sure you will all know by now ! 

During the year we have reviewed and updated our web site and IT equipment. Thanks to Rob Evans 

for his help with this and to Phil Butterworth for his expertise and assistance with the camera. 

 

This year donations have been given to  

Theale Flower Show                                                      £150 

Lamplight                                                                        £300 



Blackford play area                                                      £1000 

Repair of Wine Press                                                     £200 

Wedmore in Bloom                                                      £300 

Towards new Sports Pavillion                                    £15000 

 

Other costs include 

Contribution for last year towards village recycle facility                             £900. 

Christmas Trees                                                                                                     £400 

New office PC and camera                                                                                 £600 

Redecoration of public toilets                                                                          £575 

Election costs                                                                                                    £2860 

Drainage work at cemetery                                                                            £1400 

Resurface allotment car park                                                                         £2112 

Money set aside for new Sports Pavillion                                                    £5000 

Money set aside for safety signage at Hugh Sexeys School                     £3000 

The council also has money set aside for costs involved in creating a Neighbourhood Plan and 

potential repairs to the car park in addition to having a reserve for general running costs. 

 

 

Cemetery Committee     Chair   Glenys Cousins  

 

This committee usually meets in the Cemetery and during the meeting conducts an inspection of the 

grounds noting any problems re health and safety, fencing, foliage and general upkeep. 

In June 2015 there was an increase in Cemetery fees which brought our charges in line with those of 

other local parishes.  There is a different scale of charges for parishioners and non-parishioners. 

In August Wedmore welcomed residents from St Medard as part of the twinning programme. Our 

guests presented the village with a  Ginkgo Biloba tree which was planted in the cemetery  following  

a brief ceremony. 

Since Christmas 2015 flooding in the lower part of the new Cemetery has caused much concern to 

both councillors and the public. Temporary drainage channels alleviated the situation until this 

month when extra drainage channels have been laid both across the field which should solve the 

problem. 

The old railings on the Cheddar side of the cemetery are in a poor state. Some will be 

repaired/replaced but money needs to be set aside for their complete replacement. 

Metal grills have been attached to both gates to deter visits from badgers 

 



 

Planning     Chair Nick Avery. 

 

As usual this is our busiest committee considering over 100 planning applications each year. 

In November 2015 there was a presentation from Sedgemoor Officers who outlined the 5 year 

review of the proposed local plan. 

Earlier in the day over 200 people had viewed the proposed plan. 

The PC along with many other residents sent in comments on the proposals. This was the first of 

several consultations before the final plans for Wedmore and every other village and town in 

Sedgemoor are finally agreed. 

 

Facilities Allotments and footpaths.  Chair  Mike Bethall 

 

Karen Dawkins our Parish Paths Officer outlined her role at a PC meeting. She urged both the public 

and landowners themselves to report issues regarding footpaths. Thanks to Karen and others who 

regularly walk these paths and report any in need of attention. 

Thanks must also go to David Summers-Cooke who locks and unlocks the public toilets in The 

Borough and keeps them clean and filled with fresh flowers !  

At the allotments we continue to treat the Japanese Knotweed which was found growing in a hedge 

there.  Of the 44 plots we currently have 9 which are available to let. Contact the Clerk if you are 

interested. 

This year the car park was resurfaced. 

 

 

Housing  Chair Neil Ellis. 

Having been granted outline permission for 24 affordable and 31 open market houses on land at 

Cross Farm back in February 2015 no detailed plan has emerged from any developer. 

We await developments. 

 

Highways, Car Park and Brook      Chair  Steve George. 

 

This has to be the most frustrating committee to be working on. 

Steve has worked tirelessly on behalf of the village however the issues I outlined in my last report 

can just be rolled forward to this year’s concerns with little progress having been made. 

The reasons we are given for the lack of progress include the shortage of Highways engineers, a 

limited budget and only priority areas being addressed. 



And so Steve and his committee continue to address issues such as  

HGV and Tractors moving through the village. 

Missing and damaged road signs. 

Damaged Bridges and verges. 

Speed limits on the Wells Road at Latcham and of course parking inconsiderately around the village. 

One project well on the way is the future installation of Road Safety signage near Hugh Sexeys 

School. The only way to get it completed is to part fund the project which we have agreed to do,  

along with proceeds from  funds from a charity event organised by Cllr Pete Bird. Thanks in 

anticipation Pete ! 

The car park is checked regularly by local police who keep an eye out for any unacceptable 

behaviour. 

Even though we have had a very wet winter there have been no incidents of flooding in the village. 

Thanks go to Mike Rippon for regularly checking and when necessary clearing out the sump on the 

Cheddar Road. Also to Will Jackson, our village handyman for his work on aspects of flood 

prevention around the area. 

 

At the May PC meeting I hand over the Chairmanship of the council to someone else –perhaps to 

Nick Avery who has been Vice Chair for the last 2 years and has been an invaluable partner in my 

work on the council. Thanks Nick…you have been a wonderful support… and good luck if you get the 

job ! 

Thanks also to the ever present Clerk, Rod Pring – the Council’s own  front of house, to our District 

Councillors Will Human and Polly Costello and to County Councillor David Huxtable and of course a 

big thank you to all your Parish Councillors . They have worked hard on your behalf. 

Looking back over my 2 years as chair I have to admit I have actually enjoyed the challenges and the 

changes.  It has certainly been an interesting time for the council. Thank you for having me as your 

Chairman for the last 2 years and for all your support. 

 

Glenys Cousins 

 

 

 

 

 

 


